






Botanical Family: 
Proteaceae

Genera: 60 

Species: Over 1,400

Indigenous to:

•Southern Africa (330 Species)

•Australia (800 Species)

•A few Species in Central Africa, Asia, 
New Zealand and New Guinea



Gondwanaland
Proteaceae dates back approximately 130 million years ago to 

the ancient super-continent of Gondwanaland eventually 
creating both a South African & Australian Genera



South African 
Genera

• Protea

• Leucospermum

• Leucadendron

• Mimetes

• Serruria

Australian 
Genera

• Banksia

• Grevillea

• Macadamia

• Dryandra

• Isopogon

• Waratah - Telopea



Protea
Top Producers:

Pink Ice

Neriifolia

Brenda

Pink Duke

Sugarbush

Cynaroides

Red Baron

Andrea

Fiesta

Eximia

35+ varieties

The best-known member of 
the Proteaceae family, and 
the one for which it is 
named, encompassing over 
136 species. The incredible 
variation in flower size, 
foliage shape and growth 
habits of this genus is 
characteristic of the entire 
family and is in itself 
sufficient justification for 
using the name of the form-
changing Greek god, 
Proteus, by Linneaus when 
he classified the family.



Leucospermum
Top Producers:

Flame Giant

High Gold

Succession

Veldfire

Spider

Sunrise

Yellow Goldie

Tango

Scarlett Ribbon

25+ varieties

Leucospermum are some of the most popular 
members of the Proteaceae family and easily 
recognized by their flower-heads with long, 
conspicuous styles, each one 
thickened at its apex to form a 
pollen presenter. Together, the 
mass of styles look like pins 
bristling from a pincushion, a 
similarity that has given rise to 
the popular name for these Proteas. 

They are fast growing and can 
produce a fabulous display of yellow, 
orange or red blooms for years. There 
are currently over  48 species of 
Leucospermum available throughout the world.



Leucadendron
Top Producers:

Safari Sunset

Gold Strike

Inca Gold

Jester

Maui Sunset

Salignum

Jubilee Crown

Pom Pom

Red Eye

Senorita

Ebony

35+ varieties

The fabulous ‘silver tree’ 
has given its name to this 
entire genus of Proteaceae. The 
tree also reveals the obvious 
allure of this unique group – 
the splendor of  its foliage. 
A genus of about 80 species. 
They are  unique among the 
Proteaceae in that each variety 
comes in separate sexes, both 
male and female which 
accounts for the incredible 
array of hues and textures we 
see throughout the year.



Banksia

Banksia are a genera of the Australian 
plant family, compromising of  178 
species.. Some varieties have 
growth habits like ground cover, 
others like shrubs, and some trees. 

 Banksia flowers are generally 
cylindrical and range in size from 
4” to 12”. Colors range from silvery  
green through brilliant  gold, yellows 
and orange  to violet, deep red and 
even black tones.  The foliage varies 
greatly from small and  piney to long 
and narrow to large, leathery  and with 
deep serrated teeth. They are in season 
summer, autumn and winter. 

Top Producers:

Ashbyii

Prionotes

Victoriae

Speciosa

Baxteri

Praemorsa

Menziesii

Candles

20+ varieties













Growing:
Seeds/Cuttings/Grafting



• Full sun with good air 
movement

• Adequate water drainage 
(no clay soils)

• Plant on slopes or 
slightly elevated mounds

• Frost resistant at around 
25-30 F 

Planting Requirements



1. Dig a hole twice the width of the container and one 
and a half the height. The backfill can be amended with 
fir bark. Try to keep the soil line the same as it was 
when the plant was in a container. Mulches are good 
but must be kept off the trunk of the plant. 

2. Build a temporary circular basin of soil around the 
plant and fill the basin with water. This action provides 
the plant with its first irrigation in the new 
environment.

3. Add a top dressing of wood chips or some other 
organic substance to the soil surrounding the plant to 
form a mulch. Mulching keeps roots of the plants cool, 
holds in moisture, and discourages weed growth.  

4. Blooms appear from the second year and the plants 
bloom annually thereafter. Proteas can be staked but 
prefer to spread naturally.

Planting Instructions
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